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CLAIMS 

1. A method for providing access to a vehicle from a platform structure of a 
wheelchair lift, comprising: 

providing a lifting mechanism to raise and lower the platform structure between a 
ground level position and a transfer level position; 

providing a plate pivotally coupled to the inboard end of the platform structure; 

providing an articulated lever assembly coupled between a vertical arm of the lifting 
mechanism and an inboard end of the platform structure; 

raising the platform structure with the lifting mechanism to the transfer level position 
wherein the articulated lever assembly contacts the lifting mechanism; and 

moving the plate from a raised safety barrier position to a lowered bridging position 
extending between the platform structure and the vehicle by the contact of the articulated 
lever assembly with the lifting mechanism. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

lowering the platform structure from the horizontal transfer level position to the 
ground level position; and 

moving the plate from the lowered bridging position to the raised safety barrier 
position by removing contact between the articulated lever assembly and the lifting 
mechanism as the platform structure is lowered from the transfer level position to a ground 
level position. 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the plate remains generally in the lowered 
bridging position as the platform structure is pivoted from the horizontal transfer level 
position to a vertical stowed position. 
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4. The wheelchair lift of claim 1, wherein the lifting mechanism comprises a 
parallelogram structure. 

5. A wheelchair lift comprising: 
a platform for carrying a passenger; 

a lifting mechanism secured at one end to a vehicle and at the other end to the 
platform adjacent to the inboard end of the platform for moving the platform between a 
ground level position, a transfer level position and a vertically-stowed position; 

a plate pivotally connected to the inboard end of the platform and moveable between a 
raised barrier position and a lowered bridging position; and 

a linkage system extending between the lifting mechanism and the platform for 
moving the platform from the transfer level position to the vertically- stowed position, the 
linkage system also being connected to the plate for moving the plate between a raised barrier 
position and a lowered bridging position. 



